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1) READINESS ACTIVITIES

Developing Music Literacy
Th roug h Conversational
Solfege'"

ROTE ACTIVITIES
- Teach by ROTE the following songs and rhymes or choose other songs and rhymes with the same rh)'thmic content.
- Evoke solo resoonses from all choristers as often as Dossible.

SKINNYMALINK
Engl ish Urban Folk Song

Sk in -  ny  -  ma-  l i nk deon legs, b a -  n a

Went to

S k i n -  n y  -  m a -  l i n k me - lo - dean legs,

LOOBY LOO American Folk Song

Here we go loo - by loo, All on a Sat- ur- day night.

UNIT 7

Big b a -  n a

@
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Do not proceed further until choristers can individually sing or speak the above songs and rhymes.



2) CONVERSATIONAL SOLFEGETMACTIVITIES
(Snrdents do not see notation in this section)

ROTE ACTIVITIES

- Choristers tap eighth note beats with two fingers of one
hand onto the palm of their other hand.

- Director speaks each of the following pattems with
rhvthm syllables.

- Choristers repeat each pattem with rhythm syllables.

Do not proceed further until all choristers
can individually repeat by ROTE the above
pattems with accuracy.

DE,CODE - FAMILIAR PATTERNS

- Choristers tap eighth note beats with two fingers of one
hand onto the palm of the other hand.

- The director plays on an instrument or speaks with
neutral syllables those pattems leamed in the ROTE
portion of this section.

- Choristers repeat each paffem with rhythm syllables.
- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as

possible.
- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as

possible.
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DECODE - UNFAMILIAR PATTERNS

- Choristers tap eighth note beats with two fingers of one

hand onto the palm of the other hand.
- The director plays on iur instrument or speaks with

nentral syllables the following unfamiliar pattems.
- Choristers repeat each pattem with rhythm syllables.
- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as

possible.
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DECODE - FAMILIAR SONGS AND RHYMES

- Choristers tap eighth note beats with two fingers of one

hand onto the palm of the other hand.
- The director plays on an instrument, sings or speaks

with text, songs and rhymes learned in the READI-
NESS section of this unit in four beat segments.

- Choristers repeat each four beat segment using rhv-thm

syllables.
- Have choristers repeat the entire song or rhyme with

rhythm syllables"

DECODE - UNFAMILIAR SONGS AND RHYMES

- Choristers tap eighth note beats with two fingers
of one hand onto the palm of the other hand.

- The director plays on an instrument or sings or
speaks the following songs and rhymes (or other
hymns, songs and rhymes with the same rhyth-
mic content) with the text or with neutral
syllables in four beat segments.

- Choristers repeat each four beat segment using
rhythm syllables.

- Have choristers repeat the entire song or rhyme
with rhythm syllables.

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often
as possible.
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SUMER IS ICUMEN IN

Cuc - koo.

Grow eth and blow - eth mead and spring - eth wood a - new. Sing Cuc - koo.

CHARLIE OVER THE OCEAN

Char lie cean, Char l i e  o - v e r  t h e sea.

caught

thever

Do not proceed further until all choristers can
individually DECODE the above songs and
rhymes with accuracy.

CREATE
- The director should sing or speak rhythm pattems with

rhythnt syllables
- Choristers should create a pattem different from the

directors and speak it with rhythm syllables.
- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as

possible.

Do not proceed further until all choristers can
individually CREATE, rhythm pattems with
accuracy.

3) READING ACTMTIES (Students look at notation
from flash cards, transparencies, chalkboard, handouts,
hymnals, etc)

ROTE
- Choristers tap eighth note beats with two fingers of one

hand onto the palm of their other hand.
- The director shows and speaks pattems leamed in the

READINESS and CONVERSATIONAL section of
this unit with rhvthm svllables.
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- Choristers read and repeat each pattern with rhythnt
syllables by ROTE.

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as
possible.

DECODE - FAMILIAR PATTERNS
- Choristers tap eighth note beats with two fingers of one

hand onto the palm of their other hand.
- The director shows paffems leamed in the READI-

NESS and CONVERSATIONAL section of this
unit.

- Choristers silently DECODE each pattem and then
speak each pattern with rhythm syllables.

- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as
possible.

DECODE - UNFAMILIAR PATTERNS
- Choristers tap eighth note beats with two fingers of one

hand onto the palm of their other hand.
- The director shows the following unfamiliar pattems.
- Choristers silently DECODE each pattem and then

speak each pattern with rhythm syllables.
- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as

possible.

1 9 1

13th Century English

American Folk Song
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DECODE - FAMILIAR SONGS AND RHYMES
- Choristers tap eighth note beats with two fingers of one hand onto the palm of the other hand.

- The director should show songs or rhymes leamed in the READINESS and CONVERSATIONAL sections.

- Choristers silently DECODE each four beat segment and then speak each segment using rhythnr syllables.

- Choristers should READ entire songs or rhymes with rhythnt syllables.
- Evoke solo responses from all choristers as often as possible.

DECODE - UNFAMILIAR SONGS AND RHYMES (Sight reading)
- Choristers tap eighth note beats with two fingers of one hand onto the palm of their other hand.

- The director should show the following unfamiliar songs and rhymes (or other hymns, songs or rhymes that

contain the same rhYmic content).
- Choristers silently DECODE each segment and then speak each segment using rhythm syllables.
- Choristers should READ entire songs or rhymes with rhythm syllables.
- Choristers should READ entire songs or rhymes with text.
- Choristers should leam the melody by rote.
- Evoke solo resposes from all choristers as often as possible.

SING, SING TOGETHER
(Can be sung as a three Part round)

to - geth

Sing, Sing,

ROW, ROW, ROW YOUR
(Can be sung as a three Part

BOAT
round)

Folk Song

mer- r i -  ly ,  mer-  r i -  ly  s ing.

Folk Song

ly down
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mer - ri - ly. Life

the stream.
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